Please contact your U.S. House of Representatives’ respective agriculture and trade staff requesting they support you and your fellow sheep ranchers and farmers across the country by signing the attached “Dear Colleague” letter urging the Administration to implement a 201-trade case investigation on imported lamb. 
 
This House “Dear Colleague” letter is being led by Congressman Doug LaMalfa (R-CA), Chairman of the Western Caucus. The designated point of contact for Congressman LaMalfa is included in the draft message provided below. (Make sure you are reaching out to your specific members’ agriculture/trade staffer and NOT LaMalfa’s staffer, as they are only the point of contact for your members’ office to contact should they agree to sign onto to House “Dear Colleague” letter).

Should you need help finding the correct contact information for your respective members’ agriculture/trade staffer, reach out to either Macey Hammerstrom or Sarah Rosasco with Cornerstone Government Affairs in Washington, DC (who are both cc’d above) and they will be sure to provide you with the necessary contact information. Additionally, feel free to contact them with any additional questions, requests or feedback you or your congressional offices may have. 
 
Attached to this email are copies of ASI’s letter to the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, a public version of the data submitted and ASI’s press release on the matter. Please include the “Dear Colleague” and these documents in your message to your representatives and their staff.  


DRAFT MESSAGE WITH APPROPRIATE LINKS AND DOC REFERENCES INCORPORATED FOR YOUR USE:

Dear [insert staffer name],

Hope this email finds you well. I am reaching out on behalf of my family and [insert American Sheep Industry Association and/or state affiliate organization] to request [Congressman/Congresswoman] sign onto the attached “Dear Colleague” letter being led by Congressman Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) urging the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) to implement a 201-trade case investigation on imported lamb. 

At the end of October, the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI)  formally requested that USTR initiate a global safeguard investigation into U.S. imports of lamb meat under Sections 201–202 of the Trade Act of 1974. ASI submitted this request on behalf of its 42 state associations and more than 88,000 farms and ranches. This action would help allow the U.S. sheep industry to seek federal intervention to address the serious economic injury imported lamb products are inflicting on American sheep producers. Imported lamb, often sold below domestic market prices, is displacing U.S. production, eroding profitability, and threatening the long-term viability of the domestic industry.

Also attached to this email for your reference are copies of ASI’s letter to the USTR, a public version of the data which clearly justifies remedies, and ASI’s press release.

Given the number of sheep producers and ranchers in your [state/district/area], I and ASI/state affiliate organization’s membership] would greatly appreciate your boss’ support and attention on this matter. Please let me or ASI’s DC lobbyists, Macey Hammerstrom (mhammerstrom@cgagroup.com) and Jim Richards (jrichards@cgagroup.com), know if you have any questions or would like any additional information. 

If your boss is interested in signing onto the House “Dear Colleague” letter, Congressman LaMalfa’s main point of contact on the letter is Grace Fluker (Rickman) Grace.Fluker@mail.house.gov or you can use the Quill Link here. 

Thanks in advance for any and all support for my family’s operation and those of my fellow sheep farmers and ranchers across the country.  

Sincerely,
X

