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Goals of the Webinar 

Review of ID Requirements and CFR

Record Keeping Requirements

Key Points of the OSS/OHS

Questions from the Audience
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Answer questions 
from the audience on 
sheep/goat official ID 

requirements. 

Close knowledge gaps in 
understanding official 

ID requirements for 
tattooed and 

microchipped animals. 

Provide resources to 
the sheep and goat 

industry found on the 
USDA website.

Goals of Webinar



Note: Always check with your State on additional 
sheep/goat movement requirements
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Review of ID 
requirements
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Official ID requirements for S/G
*

*

*There may be exceptions
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• Official Eartags (Visual and RFID)
• USDA provided eartags
• USDA approved eartags

• Registry Tattoos or EIDs with certificate
• EIDs for animals required to be identified in the 

SFCP with certificate or owner statement
• APHIS assigned Flock ID number tattoo with 

individual #
• Official backtags for animals moving directly to 

slaughter

Types of Official Identification



They come in many 
shapes and colors, 

plastic or metal, 
but ALL official tags 
have the US shield.

9 5/21/2024 Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service | Veterinary Services 



10 5/21/2024 Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service | Veterinary Services 

Plastic Flock Tags
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Metal Tags

Flock metal tags

Orange Metal Serial Tag   

Blue “Meat” Metal Serial Tag;   
“slaughter only” use
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RFID Tags
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Metal serial tags 
• For markets, +/- dealers (tags only, no applicators)
• For Field Office for redistribution - at AVICs discretion

Plastic tags (Shearwell non-RFID)
• Up to 100 Flock ID tags for new producers
• Serial tags or flock ID tags for disease investigation/control 
• Flock IDs for producers for on-farm surveillance

Shearwell applicators cost approx. $28 for producers!

Government Provided Tags
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Official USDA tags are free (up to 100) 
for first time orders!

Shearwell tags are the current free tags offered.

Toll Free at 1-866-USDA-TAG
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•Can attach ear tag to a durable strap or collar
•Animals that cannot be ear tagged because of 
absent or injured ears 
•If ear tag would obscure an official tattoo 

•Collars must accommodate for animal’s growth
•Neck strap with ear tag may not be removed
•Strap or ear tag would have to be destroyed to remove.

“Earless” Goats
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Collar Options for “Earless” Goats
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• Breed flock/herd registry number
• EX: SCS SCR herd flock ID PA1234 and ADGA ID V316
• Non-registered animals can be tattooed with the APHIS 

assigned flock/herd ID and individual animal number.
• These must be shown in SCS SCR database

• Breed registration number (for movement)
• As long as ICVI lists it
• As long as animal travels with registration papers matching ICVI
• Animals over 18 months in slaughter channels or any age going 

through a market (not in slaughter channels) must have an 
official ear tag with rare exceptions!

Tattoos for Sheep/Goats
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• Registry must be approved by APHIS and 
listed on website

• A copy of the registration certificate must 
accompany the animal at all times

• This certificate must have tattoo 
information printed on it from registry 
and must correspond to tattoo in 
animal’s ears

• If not in the same name of the current 
owner, a copy of the completed 
application for transfer of ownership is 
permitted, assuming the sale occurred 
in the last 60 days.

Breed Registry Tattoos
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Flock ID Tattoos for Non-Registered Animals
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•Considered official ID for animals that
◦Are moving direct to a slaughter establishment 

through a restricted market (if ≥ 18 months must be 
identified to flock-of-origin)
◦Cannot be ear tagged because of absent or 
injured ears or because the ear tag would 
obscure an official tattoo

•Apply APHIS-approved backtag within 3 inches of 
the poll

Back Tags
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•Goats must be going 
direct-to-slaughter through 
a restricted market**
•Use must be approved 
by  AVIC & SAHO
•Apply backtag to back

≥ 18 months,  horned, 
sexually intact , unsafe to tag

Goats and Back Tags
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•Not acceptable as the only official ID for slaughter 
channels or markets*

•The implant must be placed either:
◦ Between the skin and the cartilage at the base of the 

ear
◦ Between the skin and the bone of the tail near the 

base of the tail
◦ Tattoo “E” or “ET” in ear or if no ear the tail fold to 

indicate where implant is
◦ “E” if base of ear
◦ “ET” if in Tail

Electronic Implantable Identification Device
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•Unregistered Animals
◦ The animal must also be 

legibly tattooed with the Flock 
ID in the ear (in addition to the 
“E” or “ET” tattoo)

◦ In the case of earless animals, 
in the tail fold or flank (if tail 
fold is too small)

•Registered Animals
◦ The implant number must be 

recorded on the registration 
certificate accompanying the 
animal

•Animals must be accompanied by 
an implant reader
◦ Readers must be made available for 

use by APHIS or State authorities
◦ Must be ISO compliant (frequency of 

134.2 KHz) and 15 digits long with 
country/manufacturer code

•"Implant" is an APHIS approved 
840 sheep and goat implant (see 
Scrapie Program Website) OR was 
applied before March 11, 2015.

**Note: Some States have different guidelines related to use of EIDs. 

EID Guidelines
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No more than one official ear tag, 
except if:

•The same ID number as existing tag
•Special circumstances with 
intensified need to maintain identity 
(e.g. export, quarantined herds, field 
studies, disease surveys, experiments, 
SFCP, exports)
•840 tag is the additional tag
•Flock ID tag for animals residing in 
that flock 

More than 1 official ID?



Don’t forget that you must have 
a Premises ID (PIN) and a Flock 
ID to use RFID tags or implants.
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When are official IDs needed 
for movement?



Is transported across a State line or sold to an out-of-state buyer

Commingles with any animals that have been handled in interstate commerce off the premise 
of the flock

Is loaded or unloaded at a premises or animal concentration point where any animals have 
been received or from which any animals have moved in interstate commerce

Leaves the premises on which it currently resides if it is owned by a person who engages in 
interstate commerce of animals

A sheep or goat enters interstate commerce if it:
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Unrestricted federally approved auction - all class 
sales

• Sexually intact animals from out-of-state arrive 
officially identified to flock/herd of birth or with 
OHS allowing them to be IDed to flock/herd of 
birth by the market

• Animals arriving do not require an ICVI including 
from out-of-state (unless required by the State)

• Animals can be sold for any purpose
• Animals leaving the market/sale are examined by 

a veterinarian at the sale and if going out-of-state 
an ICVI for movement from the sale to the 
destination is written

• Animals NOT meeting the requirements for 
unrestricted sale must be sold restricted to 
slaughter channels or rejected

Restricted federally approved auction – slaughter 
only sales

• Animals over 18 months arrive with official ear 
tags or official ear tags are applied by the market– 
no other ID type is accepted in slaughter channels

• If market applies tags only blue meat or slaughter 
only tags can be used

• Out-of-state animals and animals that were 
restricted to slaughter channels before arriving 
must arrive with O/H statement with an official 
PIN, LID, or flock/herd ID on statement. For other 
in state animals, owner may complete an OHS or 
equivalent dock slip at the market.

• Unidentified animals >=18 months of age must 
be identifiable to their flock of origin (with some 
exceptions) or market may sell in accordance with 
compliance agreement

Types of federally approved auctions
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Unrestricted auction - all class sales

• Animals from out-of-state must arrive officially identified 
to flock/herd of birth 

• Market may be approved (State must agree) to 
apply official ear tags on arrival to in state animals

• Animals from out-of-state must arrive with ICVI
• Animals can be sold for any purpose
• Animals leaving the market/sale are examined by a 

veterinarian at the sale and if going out-of-state an 
ICVI for movement from the sale to the 
destination is written

• Unrestricted markets can hold restricted sales (see 
requirements for restricted auction)

• Animals NOT meeting the requirements for 
unrestricted sale must be sold restricted to 
slaughter channels in accordance with a 
compliance agreement or rejected 

Restricted auction – slaughter only sales

• Intact animals < 18 months do not require individual 
identification

• Out-of-state animals > 18 months must arrive with 
official ear tags– no other ID accepted in slaughter 
channels

• Market may be approved (State must agree) to apply 
official ear tags on arrival to in state animals; blue meat 
or slaughter only tags must be applied (a compliance 
agreement is required for the market to tag out-of-state 
animals)

• Out-of-state animals and animals that were restricted to 
slaughter channels before arriving must arrive with O/H 
statement with an official PIN, LID, or flock/herd ID on 
statement. For other in state animals, owner may 
complete an OHS or equivalent dock slip at the market.

• Unidentified animals >=18 months of age must be 
identified to their flock of origin or market may sell 
in accordance with compliance agreement

Types of auctions that are not federally approved
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Under 9 CFR an animal is restricted to 
slaughter channels when…

Identified with a 
slaughter only and/or 

MEAT tag or tattoo
Sold at a restricted sale

Moved on an OHS 
indicating they are in 
slaughter channels

Moved without the 
required official ID, OHS 
or ICVI that would have 
been required for them 

to legally move 
unrestricted

Sold with a bill of sale 
marked slaughter only or 

MEAT

Unloaded/resided at a 
terminal feedlot, a 

slaughter 
establishment, or a 

restricted animal sale



◦Wethers < 18 months of age
◦All sheep and goats < 18 months of age in slaughter channels*
◦Single flock-of-origin animals moving to a federally approved 

market where the market has agreed to act as an agent to apply 
official individual ID*
◦Animals moving for management or grazing purposes between 

premises owned or leased by the same person with no 
commingling with other unidentified animals from another 
herd*

Exceptions to official individual ID requirements 
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*Owner hauler statement with group ID number or ICVI required
 for movements in interstate commerce



◦ Single source animals moving to a federally 
approved market where the market has agreed 
to act as an agent to apply official individual ID

Exceptions to official individual ID requirements-- 
Slaughter

There are occasions where animals can move all the way 
to slaughter without any ID as long as they are 
maintained as a separate lot from unrestricted animals 
and are slaughtered as such.
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Record Keeping Requirements
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Recordkeeping requirements for producers and/or markets: 
• The flock ID # of the flock-of-origin (if known), name and address of the current 

owner, and the name and address of the owner of the flock-of-origin (if different)
• The date the animals were officially identified;
• The breed if known and class (i.e. cull ewes, feeder lambs, breeding does, etc.) of 

the animals
• If breed unknown, face color or type (milk, fiber, or meat) must be recorded 

instead
• The official ID numbers applied 
• Identification number (GIN) applied in the case of a group/lot; 
• Whether the animal was identified with a “Slaughter Only” or “MEAT” tag; and
• And any GIN with which the animal was previously identified. 

Note: These items also correlate with the details 
needed for an OHS. 
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Owner/Hauler Statements (OHS)

• Required for sheep or goats in interstate commerce:
• Moving in slaughter channels as defined in 9 CFR
• Moving without official ID

• When animals are in slaughter channels, the OHS must also include a 
statement that the animals are in slaughter channels
• Likewise, any bill of sale regarding the animals must indicate that 

the animals were sold for slaughter only
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1

2
Optional if owner is the 
hauler

3
EX: Slaughter facility 
OR market

4

5

Flock ID and 
Premises ID are 
assigned by VS or 
State. IDs are 
recorded in SCS 
system. 

6 Traceability Details 

Group Lot ID #, 
see next slide

7



Group Lot ID (GIN)
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Consists of:

Flock ID or PIN 6-digit date the group was 
assembled

Sequential number for each 
group assembled that day

Groups of animals may be identified with a GIN in lieu of 
official individual identification if allowed by 9 CFR 79.3. 



Can dock slips satisfy the 
components of the OHS/OSS? 

YES!
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Example of on-farm records



Records must be kept for 5 years after the animal 
is sold or otherwise disposed.
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Questions?
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Contact Information for Speakers

Linda Detwiler, DVM
linda.detwiler@usda.gov

Stephanie Ringler, DVM, MPH
Stephanie.ringler@usda.gov

49 5/21/2024 Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service | Veterinary Services 

mailto:linda.detwiler@usda.gov
mailto:Stephanie.ringler@usda.gov
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Thank you for attending 
this evening!
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