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What Did Animals Die From?

 Lamb Losses In Order of Numbers

 Still Born - 65

 Starve

 Pneumonia

 Type C Clostridial

 Died Before Tagging

 Weak/Starve

 Injury

 Unknown

 Navel Ill – 6

 Ewe Losses In Order of Numbers

 Pneumonia – 13

 Weak/Starve

 Downer

 Difficult Birth

 Unknown

 Infection

 Belly Rupture - 1



What Problems Did We Treat For?

 2022 Lamb Crop

 Foot Scald

 Pneumonia

 Type C Clostridial

 Infections

 Injuries

 Starvation

 2022 Ewes

 Abortion Agents

 Foot Scald

 Pneumonia

 Infections

 Mastitis

 Worms/parasites



How Do We 

Shrink The 

Lists

Find appropriate and effective vaccinesFind

Modify the environment of the animalsModify

Study the genetic differences in the flockStudy

Use appropriate cullingUse

Manage animal nutritionManage

Reduce animal stressReduce

Choose treatments wiselyChoose

Examine death losses to determine causeExamine



Treatment Summary



Finding Chronic Repeat Animals



Reasons For 

Recording 

Antibiotic 

Use

Government 
Regulation

Antibiotic 
Free 

Protocols

Correlation 
With Death 

Losses

Tracking 
Common 
Illnesses

Tracking 
Withdrawal 

Dates



What Needs 

To Be 

Recorded?

Animal Number

Date of Treatment

Person Treating Animal

Reason For Treatment

Drug Used

Dose Administrated

Withdrawal Date



What Else Should be Recorded

Where the 
Drug was 
Obtained

Lot number 
of the drug

Expiration 
Date of the 

Drug



Common Record Keeping Methods

Pocket 
Notebook

Ear 
Notching 

and Tagging

Paint 
Branding

Electronic 
Records



Pocket Notebook

 Must record all needed information

 Simple to use

 Must keep the record available for long term

 Difficult to analyze information

 Difficult to find an individual record



Ear Notching or Tagging

 Does not satisfy the written record keeping regulations

 Notching is a permanent record that animal was treated

 The notch or tag does not, by itself, have the record of the drug used or the 

withdrawal dates.

 Useful for Antibiotic Free protocols to mark treated animals.



Paint Marking

 Temporary at best

 Does not, by itself, satisfy written record requirements



Electronic Records

 Satisfies written record requirements

 Makes information retrieval easier

 Ties drug, ear tags, withdrawal, treatment reasons together

 RFID makes data capture easier

 Treatment remains part of the animal’s lifetime record

 Can begin to tie treatments, genetics, death losses and management 

decisions together



Medicines On Hand



Recording In Handheld Recorder



Manual Recording Into Software



Individual Treatment Record



Withdrawal Dates



RFID Scrapie approved
• Also Referred to as RFID 840 tag

• Must have a Scrapie Flock Number

• Must have a National Premise Number

• The 840 Scrapie tag will have the 15 digit RFID 

number    printed on it

• The RFID number must start with 840

• The RFID number will be linked to your Scrapie Flock 

Number in USDA

• Producer cannot choose what RFID numbers they get.



Purchasing 840 RFID tags

 Must order through an approved vendor

 QR to the right will lead you to the USDA

 Must supply your Scrapie Flock Number

 Must supply your national Premise Number

 The Flock Number and Premise Number must be 

linked together by the USDA databases – can take some 

time

 Several colors possible but generally not Blue



Moving Forward

 Regulations may dictate what we have to do but 

management determines the value of the records we 

keep.

 Make the records more than a historical document and 

use them to improve management, profit and risk 

profile.



Thank You

 This project was made possible, in 
part, by a Cooperative Agreement 
from the USDA’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS). It 
may not necessarily express APHIS’ 
views
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