
RFID ON-FARM AND ADT



DISCLAIMER

Any products or companies 
represented are a representation only 
and are not to be considered as being 
an endorsement by the USDA 



WHY GO THERE?
Faster data gathering

More accurate data

Saves Labor

Ability to intensively manage larger 
flocks

Follow animals through the supply chain

Disease Traceability



COMPONENTS
RFID Device

Ear tag

Implant

Bolus



TAG TYPES



RFID SCRAPIE 
APPROVED
• Also Referred to as RFID 840 tag

• Must have a Scrapie Flock Number

• Must have a National Premise 
Number

• The 840 Scrapie tag will have the 15 
digit RFID number    printed on it

• The RFID number must start with 840

• The RFID number will be linked to your 
Scrapie Flock Number in USDA

• Producer cannot choose what RFID 
numbers they get.



PURCHASING 840 
RFID TAGS

• Must order through an approved vendor

• QR to the right will lead you to the USDA

• Must supply your Scrapie Flock Number

• Must supply your national Premise Number 
or Location Identification Number

• The Flock Number and Premise Number 
must be linked together by the USDA 
databases – can take some time

• Several colors possible but generally not 
Blue

• You can call 866-873-2824 (866-USDA-TAG) 
to obtain identification numbers.



COMPONENTS

• EID Readers

• Stick Readers

• Data loggers

• Panel Readers



COMPONENTS

Sorters Panel Readers Scales



COMPONENTS

• Software

• Can be basic to 
complete flock management

• Good software makes the 
data collected more valuable.



TRANSITION OF THE UK TO EID



UK REGULATIONS



UK MARKETS



UK AUCTION MARKETS



UK AUCTION MARKETS



CANADIAN EID TRANSITION



CANADIAN REGULATIONS



HOW CAN WE USE THE DATA?

• Selecting poor performing ewes

• Selecting top producing ewes for maternal line

• Monitoring death losses

• Tracking antibiotic use for natural lamb production

• Tracking daily gains in finishing lambs to determine time to market

• Assessing ram effect on finishing ADG

• Transferring data to NSIP for EBV calculations

• Selecting replacement ewe lambs

• Conducting on-farm trials







COUNTING



STOCK RECORDER WITH ANTENNA 
PANEL



WEIGHING WITH ADG



WEIGHING AND SORTING



HOW DO YOU PAY FOR IT?

• 100 ewes X .1 lamb increase per ewe = 10 lambs per year

• 10 lambs X $200 = $2000

• .05 increase in ADG X 125 lbs = 12 days feed

• 12 days X $0.30/day X 150 lambs = $540 lamb feed savings

• Culling poor performers

• Reduce Death loss by 3%

• 150 lambs X .03 X 200 = $900

• Market lambs at the right time

• Save labor in record keeping




