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Topics: Cattle Market Outlook, Etc. …

• Monitoring and Managing in this Environment

• Some Big Picture Comments 

– Domestic U.S. Consumer Sentiment

– U.S. Lamb & Mutton Imports

– Competing Meats – Pork and Beef

• Forage and Crops

• Lamb Markets and Prices

– Where Prices Are

– Slaughter and Frozen Stocks

– National Flock

– Outlook ????

• Discussion

USDA Data Sources – NASS, AMS, FAS, and ERS

Forecasts by – LMIC



Monitoring & 

Managing



Managing in this Environment 
(Perspective from an Economist)

• Volatility ...

– Hand-to-mouth markets

– Disruptions (packing plants, buyers not showing-up at auction barn, 

etc.)

– Commercial slaughter and status of Mountain States Rosen plant in 

Colorado – Ominous Dark Cloud

– Bunching-up of animals going to market

• Monitor Forage … 

– Re-evaluate on farm/ranch production and needs

– Look at area, region, and nation

• Watch … 

– Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) developments/announcements

– Feedstuff costs, especially corn.  Least cost options and cost of gain 

can change quickly



More -- Managing in this Environment 
(Perspective from an Economist)

• Planning … 

– Cash flow statement links to marketing plan

– Develop, adapt, and communicate.

• View Forage-based Livestock Enterprise Management as a 

Sequential Decision Process

– Drought

– Black Swan economic events – Survival = Financial Staying Power 

(Balance Sheet)



COVID-19 – Now Both Decreasing Demand for 

Lamb and Increasing Supply of Meat & Poultry
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Competition from 

Pork and Beef



Forage and 

Crops
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Thank You!

www.lmic.info

Discussion and Questions?


