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A Ram Breeding Soundness Examination (RBSE)
_Includes a total physical examination with an
i emphasns on the reproductlve tract.
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A rams POTENTIAL ability to impregnate a given # of
ewes / defined period of time. NOT a fertility test.
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. 10-15% of all'rams;do not have
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= |dentification ofi each
individual ram 1s.a m




General Health 'Condition
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Ovine Contagious
Foot Rot

Foot Abscess
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Epididymitis










EXAMINE THE PENIS
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zeminal vesicle

hulbo-urethral

ampulla gland
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Sample is viewed
under a microscope: FaN
Motility & Morphology eSS

Abnormal Spermatozoa
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esults are discussed with the®®wner







Utilizing Breeding Soundness yéu c:;rr;~
increase your profit by $20-30 per ewe

= Group 1 was exposed to BSE rams
Group 2 was.exposed.todams: -
seleeted by rar}ch standgrds
o~ <& p
Group T produced 17 more bounds
s of weaned*’ramb Than group 2 ewes.
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Ram Cost / Year

Purchase of one $800 ram
Salvage (Cull) value of $170

Depreciation (4 years) $157.50
Interest (6%) $29.10
Death Loss (5%) $ 24.25
Feed & Maintenance $120.00

Cost / Year $330.85



Ram Cost/ Lamb

# of # of lambs born | Ram cost Ram cost/ lamb
ewes / / ram / lamb @ $355 ram cost w/
ram Assuming a @ $330 RBSE test incl.
150% lamb crop | ram cost

30 45 $7.33 $7.89

50 75 $4.40 $4.73

85 127 $2.50 $2.80




202 lambs born in a 3 day period
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;.,ZWEANE/D 56/ ~ WEANED= 134 :
/‘,-WEANED 34 8‘LBS WEANED 574LBS



THE FRODUCTION IMPAGIT OF TWINS

58/singles vs 144 twins
Lbs marketed / single bearnng ewe = 113
Lo, marketed/ twin bearng ewe = 209



HOW MUCH RAM POWER?7?7777

= 1050 muitiples ( 5%
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0 open ewes income from Iambs $O OO
W 0
310 srngles @ 113 # 35 030 # X $1.60 = $56,048

1050 tht 209# 219450#x 1.60 = 351120 T
- Wl iiniid $ 120 ot

= Open ewes grossed $O/hd

Slngle bearlng ewes grossed $1 80 80 / hd
Twrn bearrng ewes grossed $334 40 / hd
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DO LIST

Select rams with EXCELLENT SEMEN

QUALITY & LABGE SCROIAL ’
CIRCUMEERENGE !_%,_,
Select HEALIHYarams -
Select fof GENEHG SUPERIORBITY

Purchase only:B.OVIS & OPR NEGATIVE

rams

Use BR or QR rams

Keep RAM LAMBS & MATURE BAMS

SEPARATE
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TAKE GARE OF YOUR RAMS? & THEY

WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU




Results: It pays!

*Increased lamb crop in
flock w / tested rams:

*Economic advantage of
$20-30 / ewe

-Reduced expenditure on
additional ram power

-Shorter lambing season

-More lambs born early in
the lambing season

-Increased size and
uniformity of lamb crop



This Estonia Seed
Stock producer
purchased an
expensive ram
from Denmark. No
ewe conceived. It
was a good
educational
opportunity.
Without RBSE a
Single sire system
IS a disaster!

s . Dr.K demonstrating a breeding soundness examination of an n oxford down
o A -r) . ~, ram imported from Denmark by Mr. Karju Hallik (extreme right). His son
'-.'(;':‘-;é ~— Peep and two grandsons watch as Mr. Anto Pahn restrains the ram.
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The two young Hallik boys and Liina watch as the microscope Is being
adjusted for everyone to observe why the subject had not produced any
offspring. Note the beautiful flowers against the stone wall of the barn.
The wood siding is where the house is separated from the barn,
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Back to Denmark!
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