


• Share what a great job we’re doing

• Reputation and pride

• Gives traceability

• Access into (high-end) markets

• Expands number of buyers

• Negotiate a higher price



102     AWA Members

19% Large commercial operations

32% Commercial farm flock operations

28 Level I – AWA Educated

49% Niche market operations



• Voluntary

• Developed by the industry

• American Sheep Industry Association (ASI)

• CSU & UNL

• All segments of the industry

• Year-round standards

• Multiple levels- growers & buyers can find the 

level that works best for them

• Traceable

• Certificates and verification on the AWA website

• Working on USDA certification

www.AmericanWoolAssurance.org





• CONSUMERS & WOOL BUYERS 
ARE…

• AWA allows us to…





EVALUATIONS…

• By a 2nd party individual

• Focus on education & 
continual improvement

• Preparation for audit

AUDITS…

• By a 3rd party audit company

• Looking for conformance

• Strictly objective

Auditors and Evaluators receive the same

• Foundational training

• Resources

• Audit instrument

• Recertify every year









1. Uphold the AWA program to the highest degree

2. Demonstrate objectivity and integrity as an 

evaluator/auditor

3. Follow safety and biosecurity protocols

4. Maintain confidentiality and safeguard grower 

information

5. Clearly communicate pre-assessment 

expectations and post-assessment findings to 

producers

6. Communicate results to AWA/ASI

7. Abide by AWA guidelines and principals and 

inspire ranchers to do the same





Minor

Major

• See audit for list

• Timeline: resolution within 4 years

• See audit for list

• Timeline: resolution within 2 year

Critical

• See audit for list

• Timeline: response within 2 weeks



Certification

Conditional Certification

Conditional Decertification

• Successfully completed an evaluation or audit 

• Does not have any overdue corrective actions

• Accredited as Certified or Process Verified

• Successful completion of an evaluation or audit

• Active corrective action plan

• Accredited as Certified or Process Verified

• Successful completion of evaluation or audit

• Unresolved corrective actions by date set

• Cannot be accredited as Certified or Process Verified



2nd Party Evaluators

• Applied in Nov 2021

• Trained in Dec 2021 – Jan 2022

• 17 Certified Evaluators

3rd Party Auditors

• Submitted proposals in Dec 2021

• 1 company chosen

• Training in early 2022
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